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	TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION    
Grammar Focus: The main emphasis will be on the close observation of a particular person or thing: naming parts of features, outlining attributes and qualities, and describing behaviour. 
Grammar terminology: name/noun; describing word/adjective; doing word/verb; ‘when’/’where’/’how’ words.

	Writing Outcomes
	Reading Outcomes
	Talking & Listening Outcomes

	WES1.9: Engages in writing texts with the intention of conveying an idea or message.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.36):
	RES1.5: Demonstrates developing reading skills to read short, predictable written texts on familiar topics.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.28):

TES1.1: Communicates with peers and known adults in informal situations and structured activities dealing briefly with familiar topics.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.20):
RES1.6: Demonstrates developing reading skills and strategies for reading books, dealing with print and comprehending texts.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.30):
TES1.2: Demonstrates basic skills of classroom and group interaction, makes brief oral presentations and listens with reasonable attentiveness.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.22):
RES1.7: Demonstrates an emerging awareness that written and visual texts convey meaning and recognises that there are different kinds of texts that serve different purposes.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.32):
TES1.3: Recognises that there are different kinds of spoken texts and shows emerging awareness of school purposes and expectations for using spoken language.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.24):
WES1.8: Identifies some basic language structures and features of texts.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.34):
TES1.4: Identifies common organizational patterns & some characteristic language features of a few types of predictable spoken texts.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.27):


	WES1.10: Produces simple texts that show the emergence of the grammar and punctuation needed to achieve the purpose of the text.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.38):
	

	WES1.11: Begins to use letters to represent known words when spelling.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.40):
	

	WES1.12: Produces  most lower-case and upper-case letters and uses computer technology to begin to construct texts.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.42):

	

	WES1.13: Recognises some different purposes for writing and that own texts differ in various ways.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.44):
	

	WES1.14: Recognises overall text structure and basic grammatical features of simple texts and some conventions of written language.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.46):
	


Teaching and Learning Experiences
	Writing
	Reading
	Talking & Listening

	Foundation Statements:
Write with and increasing awareness of the nature, purpose and conventions of written language. Produce simple texts that demonstrate an awareness of the basic grammar and punctuation needs. Know and use letters and sounds of the alphabet to attempt to spell known words and use most lower and upper case letters appropriately to construct sentences. Explore the use of computer technology to construct texts.
Refer to: English K – 6 Modules p.92; Syllabus p.50-51
• Provide students with a diagram of an object to be described and a set of labels. Have students match labels to the diagram.

• Jointly construct ‘What am I?’, or ‘Who am I?’ class or individual books, eg ‘I am grey and fluffy. I eat leaves. I have sharp claws. I am a …’.

• Provide options within a grid from which students can select to build a description. Headings could include colour, texture,

shape etc. Choose headings relevant to the object being described.

• Write a sentence and then model how to add adjectives to provide more information about the noun, eg I saw a car. I saw a big, red, flashy sports car.

• Support students during joint constructions of descriptions of characters by asking questions to give relevant details, eg ‘What

did he/she look like?’, ‘What was he/she wearing?’

• Create word banks of adjectives and nouns relevant to the object being described before jointly constructing a description.

Demonstrate how to use these word banks during writing.

• Define an audience for a jointly constructed factual description of a shared class experience, eg describing the pet brought to

school to another class who didn’t see the pet.

• Evaluate a selection of visual texts to decide which one(s) best support a written description by considering which visual

shows details included in the text.

• Use picture book illustrations, magazine pictures, photos, artworks as a source for a jointly constructed literary description of a particular person. Ask students to describe something about the appearance and clothing of the person.

• Encourage students to build noun groups by asking them to suggest words to provide more information about the noun.

Explain that these words can be called describing words.

• Encourage students to think about including descriptive details in their drawings.

	Foundation Statements:

Develop reading, viewing and comprehension skills and strategies using context, grammar, word usage and phonics in short predictable printed texts on familiar topics. Recognise, discuss and respond to the different kinds and purposes of various written and visual texts. Explore and identify some language features of written and visual texts.
Refer to: English K – 6 Modules p.91; Syllabus p.50-51
• Read simple literary/factual descriptions of familiar people/places/things in the form of ‘Who am I?’ or ‘What is it?’ during shared reading experience. After reading the description ask students to decide who or what the description is about and

draw the object using details from the description. Reread the text, showing visual text, and compare student responses with

the original illustration or diagram.

• In shared reading, read descriptions from literary and factual texts from books, CD-ROMS and audio tapes. Point out words

that indicate who or what is being described. List these for writing activities.

• Have students, in pairs, match pictures with description sentences. Include irrelevant pictures to make the activity more

challenging. Ask students to justify why they have matched pictures with particular sentences.

• Ask students to suggest possible reasons for authors including/excluding particular details in literary or factual descriptions, eg the witch’s house being made of candy is important because Hansel and Gretel are looking for food.

• Have students compare descriptive information given in a visual text with information in a written text. Ask students to find

similarities and differences. Point out the different purposes of the visual texts in factual and literary texts.

• In shared reading, compare a jointly constructed factual description with an information report on the same topic. Ask

students to look for similarities, eg they both tell you what cars look like, and differences, eg the description is just about one

car, the information report is about all cars.

• In shared and guided reading, find and list words from noun groups used to describe characters, places, objects. Encourage

students to use these words when jointly constructing descriptions.

• Read several factual and literary descriptions in shared reading experiences. After listening to each description, ask students to

decide if the description comes from a literary or factual text.


	Foundation Statements:

Mix and talk informally with peers, teachers and known adults. Give short talks and interact effectively in the classroom and in groups. Students listen with attentiveness to follow simple instructions and ask relevant questions. Express ideas clearly, demonstrating an emerging awareness of how people use spoken language for different purposes. Explore the way familiar spoken texts are constructed and the features of these texts.
Refer to: English K – 6 Modules p.90; Syllabus p.50-51
• Have students play ‘What is It?’ as a variation on ‘I Spy’, where one student describes an object in the room, while others try

to guess what it is.

• Have students play barrier games using coloured blocks, diagrams and pictures.

• Provide verbal prompts to support students giving oral factual descriptions within their personal news, eg How tall was it?

What sounds did it make?

• Cut out pictures of people, places, things. Describe one of the pictures. Have students select the picture that supports an oral

description and justify their choice.

• Have students listen to a description of a character or setting from a literary text. Point out the noun groups used to describe

the character or setting. Ask students to use the description to draw the character or setting on a computer draw program.

• Remind students to use a noun to name the topic of their description, showing awareness of the audience, eg begin with

‘The cat …’ rather than ‘It …’.

• Have students refer to the visual text when describing a character’s appearance or personality or when describing a setting, eg The man is big. He has a moustache and short, black hair.

• Use oral cloze to focus students’ attention on nouns and noun groups in descriptions, eg The dog has four …


	Planned Assessment:

	Differentiation/Adjustments:
	Evaluation:


