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	TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT  
Grammar Focus: The use of clearly structured sentences, with attention to how the beginning of the sentences focuses the reader’s attention on the topic; The use of the passive voice when necessary to change the focus of information in the sentence; The use of sentences with some complexity in the combination of clauses; The use of ‘hedging’ language when needing to qualify a statement; The use of the simple past tense (and other appropriate past tenses) in historical recounts; The use of longer noun groups to build up a description;    The relationship between words.

Grammar Terminology: word chains; word sets; connectives; compound and complex sentences; theme of clause; active and passive; noun group (including adjectival phrases and adjectival/relative clauses); preposition; relative pronoun; technical terms; word origin.

	Writing Outcomes
	Reading Outcomes
	Talking & Listening Outcomes

	WS3.9: Produces a wide range of well-structured and well-presented literary and factual texts for a wide variety of purposes and audiences using increasingly challenging topics, ideas, issues and written language features.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.37):
	RS3.5: Reads independently an extensive range of texts with increasing content demands and responds to themes and issues.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.29):

TS3.1: Communicates effectively for a range of purposes and with a variety of audiences to express well-developed, well-organised ideas dealing with more challenging topics.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.21):
RS3.6: Uses a comprehensive range of skills and strategies appropriate to the type of text being read.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.31):
TS3.2: Interact productively and with autonomy in pairs and groups of various sizes and compositions, uses effective oral presentation skills and strategies and listens attentively.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.23):
RS3.7: Critically analyses techniques used by writers to create certain effects, to use language creatively, to position the reader in various ways and to construct different interpretations of experience.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.33):
TS3.3: Discusses ways in which spoken language differs from written language and how spoken language varies according to different contexts.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.25):
WS3.8: Identifies the text structure of a wider range of more complex text types and discusses how the characteristic grammatical features work to influence readers’ and viewers’ understanding of texts.

Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.35):
TS3.4: Evaluates the organizational patterns of some more challenging spoken texts and some characteristic language features.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.27):


	WS3.10: Uses knowledge of sentence structure, grammar and punctuation to edit own writing.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.39):
	

	WS3.11: Spells most common words accurately and uses a range of strategies to spell unfamiliar words.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.41):
	

	WS3.12: Produces texts in a fluent and legible style and uses computer technology to present these effectively in a variety of ways.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.43):

	

	WS3.13: Critically analyses own texts in terms of how well they have been written, how effectively they present the subject matter and how they influence the reader.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.45):
	

	WS3.14: critically evaluates how own texts have been structured to achieve their purpose and discusses ways of using related grammatical features and conventions of written language to shape readers’ and viewers’ understanding of texts.
Focus (Refer to Syllabus p.47):
	


Teaching and Learning Experiences
	Writing
	Reading
	Talking & Listening

	Foundation Statements:
Write well-structured and well-presented literary and factual texts for a wide range of purposes and audiences, dealing with complex topics, ideas, issues and language features. Write well-structured sentences, effectively using a variety of grammatical features.  Spell most common words accurately, and use a variety of strategies to spell less common words. Use a fluent and legible style to write and employ computer technology to present written texts effectively in a variety of ways for different purposes and audiences. Evaluate the effectiveness of their writing by focusing on grammatical features and the conventions of writing.
Refer to: English K – 6 Modules p.324; Syllabus p.60-63
• Have students read a variety of information reports and point out how tables, graphs, diagrams, charts, maps and other visual

texts can enhance information. Encourage students to use graphics where appropriate in their own information reports, eg

diagram of life cycle in information report about frogs.

• Have students read and annotate an information report. Ask them to identify the features of an information report:

classification followed by description, topic sentence in paragraphs, topic usually in first position of sentence.

• Jointly construct an information report on a current topic. Model how a variety of forms of the topic can be used to write the

topic sentences in each paragraph, eg China, The country, China’s geography.

• Cut an information report into strips. Have students sort information strips into categories on the same topic. Jointly construct topic sentences for each paragraph.

• Have students identify technical language in an information report and write a glossary to define the terms.

• Have students locate information from a variety of sources to write an independent information report and list these sources

in a bibliography.

• Model how to edit sentences in information reports to build more complex descriptions, eg They have fur. It is soft and grey becomes They have soft grey fur, which …

• Have students jointly construct or adapt a pro forma to organise information. Ask students to use this when independently

writing an information report.

• Have small groups or pairs of students produce multimedia information reports on a topic of interest.


	Foundation Statements:

Independently read & view an extensive range of complex texts and visual images using a comprehensive range of skills and strategies. Respond to themes and issues within texts, recognise point of view and justify interpretations by referring to their own knowledge and experience. Identify, critically analyse and respond to techniques used by writers to influence readers through language and grammar. Identify text structure of a range of complex texts and explore how grammatical features work to influence an audience’s understanding of written, visual and multimedia texts.
Refer to: English K – 6 Modules p.323; Syllabus p.60-63
• Read a variety of information reports in shared and guided reading experiences. Define technical terms to assist students’

understanding.

• Record variations in how the information is presented, eg grid, pronunciation guide, list, annotations to diagrams.

• Divide students into groups and give each group an information report on the same topic from a different source, eg

children’s information book, magazine article, advertisement. Have students record the source, purpose, intended audience, factual information for each text, and consider similarities and differences between the information presented.

• Read a variety of information reports on the same topic. Point out the different terminology used in these texts to describe the

same features.

• Use knowledge of a topic to identify whether and how a writer is using information to influence readers. Ask students to use

their expertise to consider aspects of the topic included or excluded, eg an information report on cars without information on pollution.

• Cut up an information report. In small groups have students match paragraphs with their headings by using key words from

the text as clues. Model how key words can be used to skim or scan.

• During shared reading, point out other text types located within information reports, eg short explanation of the life cycle of

an animal.

• In shared reading, read publishing details in texts — name, date, location — and point out any effects this may have on

information in the text, eg How recent and up to date is the information?

• Have students view documentaries such as nature/wildlife programs and compare how this information is organised and

presented with information in written texts. Ask students to make a list of the subjective language used in documentary

programs, eg magnificent, wonderful, powerful. Ask students to explain why this language has been used.

• After reading an information report, have students locate and highlight the reference chains and word chains used throughout

the information report.

• Ask students to identify different relationships between words in an information report, eg synonyms, antonyms,

class/subclass, part/whole, collocation.

• Have students, in groups, sort subjective information from objective information, eg Planes are great. Most planes have two engines.

	Foundation Statements:

Communicate effectively, using considered spoken language to entertain, inform and influence audiences for an increasing range of purposes. Work productively and independently, in pairs for groups to deliver effective oral presentations using various skills and strategies. Listen attentively to gather specific information and ideas, recognizing and exploring how spoken and written language differ, and how spoken language varies according to context. Evaluate characteristic language features and organizational patterns of challenging spoken texts.

Refer to: English K – 6 Modules p.322; Syllabus p.60-63
• Point out that the purpose of an information report is to classify and describe by encouraging students to ask questions about

aspects of classification and description when listening to an information report.

• Conduct class brainstorming activities before researching a topic. Ask students to contribute to what is known and to jointly

formulate questions to guide further research.

• Have students, in pairs, play barrier games to develop language for describing objects related to the topic currently being

studied, eg transport. One student has a picture of a car, another student asks questions, eg does it have four wheels?

• Allow students to examine common objects, eg a pet or plant, and describe its features in detail using everyday language.

Model the use of technical terms for students to use in their own descriptions.

• Have students brainstorm vocabulary related to a topic and distinguish between everyday language and topic-specific and

technical terms.

• Have students present oral information reports with information organised into categories of description.

• Encourage students to use statements to preview organisation of a spoken information report to assist listening, eg Today I’m

going to talk about the three types of government.

• Encourage students to use and refer to visual texts during an oral information report, eg You can see the mountains on this

map — they’re shown in orange.

• Have students listen to an information report with supporting graphics, eg guest speaker, TV documentary, CD-ROM. Provide students with a pro forma. Make a list of key words relating to the topic to assist their note taking.

	Planned Assessment:

	Differentiation/Adjustments:
	Evaluation:


